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Board of Education - Budget Update 

I N S I D E  

Bringing the  

accomplishments  

and initiatives of the 

Waterford Public 

Schools to the Town, 

Community and 

beyond to create  a 

Connection  that 

will reinforce a 

strong commitment 

to coming together 

to educate the whole 

child. 

                     The  

     Connection         

 

The Board of Education  Budget was unani-

mously approved at the Board of  Educa-

tion meeting on February 24, 2022 and fi-

nal action was taken by the Town Board of 

Finance on March 28, 2022. The Board of 

Education will present to the Representa-

tive Town Meeting on May 2nd with final 

action scheduled for May 11th.  The FY23 

Budget and presentations can be found on 

the district website at https://

www.waterfordschools.org/our_district/

departments/business_office/budget 

On March 10, 2022, Waterford High 

School hosted a visit from Congress-

man Joe Courtney. Representative 

Courtney and his Veterans Affairs 

Liaison Manuel Meneses joined 

Superintendent Giard, school- and 

district-level administrators, board 

member Michele Devine and stu-

dent-journalist Kylie Hopkins for a 

conversation that included our use 

of Recovery Plan funding, student 

mental health needs, flexible ca-

reer training programs, and the 

need for more teacher and admin-

istrator candidate recruitment and 

training.  

Representative Courtney Visits WPS 

The month of March is marked as Board Member Appreciation Month.  To thank our board 

members for their dedicated service and diligent efforts to help our students succeed, Water-

ford Public Schools provided members with notecards designed with student art work in the 

district.  See below for some of the talented works of art provided by our Art Department. 

See page 5 for information on Youth Art Month in WPS 

https://www.waterfordschools.org/our_district/departments/business_office/budget
https://www.waterfordschools.org/our_district/departments/business_office/budget
https://www.waterfordschools.org/our_district/departments/business_office/budget
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Retirement of Director of Special Services 

The Connection  Spring 2022  www.waterfordschools.org  

 

Kathy Vallone, Director of the Special Services Department, will retire on 

April 14, 2022 after 20 Years of Service at Waterford Public Schools.  

Kathy began her career with Waterford as a Special Education Teacher at 

Clark Lane Middle School in August of 2002 and served as the Special 

Services Department Chair from 2005 through 2010.  She was appointed 

to the position of Director of Special Services in 2011 and has been an 

integral part of our administrative team and our district providing sound 

leadership to an ever changing, critical department.  In her role of Direc-

tor of Special Services, she led with a student first approach always seek-

ing new and innovative ways to improve opportunities for our students. 

Her efforts to assist families and staff, especially in the last few years dur-

ing the pandemic, ensured that our district maintained a focus on the needs of our special education popula-

tion during a demanding time.  Kathy’s commitment to our district, students and staff was unwavering and she 

filled an essential role in managing and creating a climate conducive to learning and success for our special 

education students. We would like to thank Kathy for her dedication to the district and for her commitment to 

our team.  We wish her well in retirement! 

Staff and Department News 

 

 

Information Technology Department Update 

With the organizational changes in the Information Technology Department this fall, there are a few new faces 

in the WPS IT office these days. The department is happy to announce the addition of Karen O’Leary and Cory 

Albert as IT Support Technicians and Shane Valle as Media Operations/IT Support Technician. John Whalen, 

previously an IT Support Technician,  is now working as the Network Engineer.  All members of this team 

bring a wealth of knowledge to the IT Department and are a great support for staff and students in the district. 

 

The IT Department has also implemented a student internship 

program that provides an opportunity for WHS students to gain 

practical, hands-on work experience, and an introduction to tech-

nology support in a K-12 school environment.  This internship 

involves challenging opportunities, real technical projects, and 

interaction with staff.   At this time the IT Team has three interns 

from Waterford High School who work 3-4 times a week after 

school. These hard-working students are Nick Tesler, Michael 

Skipper, and Sebastian Santillana, and they have been busy help-

ing with many tasks from taking apart computers to aiding with 

inventory.  

Through a scholarship 

funded by the US depart-

ment of Agriculture 

through the University of 

Mississippi, School Nutri-

tion and Dining Services 

Director and Administra-

tive Assistant, Dianne Houlihan and Deb Virga, at-

tended a training in Nashville, TN conducted by the 

Institute of Child Nutrition. This training, established 

to support professional development for a network of 

trainers, was designed to assist participants in ac-

quiring the knowledge and skills needed to deliver 

effective food service trainings to a culturally diverse 

staff, to improve operations and to promote excel-

lence in child nutrition programs.    

WHS Principal Andre Hauser 

attended the National Associa-

tion of Secondary Schools Prin-

cipals “National Advocacy Con-

ference” in Washington DC in 

his role as the state coordinator 

for the NASSP. The highlight of 

the conference was a series of 

meetings with the legislative 

staff of both of Connecticut’s 

Senators and all five Connecti-

cut members of the House of 

Representatives to lobby for 

congressional support for education. 
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Waterford trio headed to World 

Irish Dancing Championships 
The Day, March 17, 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.theday.com/video/20220317/

waterford-trio-headed-to-world-irish-dancing-

championships 

Update from UCFS - Children’s Mental Health Awareness Week 

SURPRISE SQUAD: Waterford H.S. junior launches 
fundraiser in honor of late step-mother 

Channel 3 News, April 7, 2022 

 

https://www.wfsb.com/video/2022/04/07/

surprise-squad-waterford-hs-junior-launches-

fundraiser-honor-late-step-mother/ 

Unified Basketball Games at CAS-CIAC 

Championship Games - Mohegan Sun 2022 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B3TFnNk6VOg 

The past two years of the COVID pandemic have been difficult years, 

especially for our children and teenagers. According to the World 

Health Organization,  “As many as one in six U.S. children ages 6-17 has 

a treatable mental health disorder such as depression, anxiety prob-

lems or attention deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD). Half of all men-

tal health conditions start by 14 years of age, but most cases are unde-

tected and untreated.   The consequences of not addressing childhood and 

adolescent mental health conditions extend to adulthood, impairing both 

physical and mental health and limiting opportunities to lead fulfilling 

lives as adults.” 

This year, May 1st – 7th has been designated as Children’s Mental Health Awareness Week. UCFS is making a concerted 

effort to raise awareness and help direct students to available resources. If you believe your child or student is having 

difficulty, please reach out to one of our School Based Health Centers. In August of 2021UCFS Healthcare opened two 

School Based Health Centers in the Waterford Public Schools. Waterford High School and Clark Lane Middle School are 

now providing medical and behavioral health services during routine school hours. Please visit our website ucf-

shealthcare.org for more information.   Article by Mark Robel, SBHC Practice Manager 

          Waterford in the News 
                               Check out the articles below that showcase the great things happening in our district as well as the  

                                talent of our amazing students. 

See pg. 8 for more information on UCFS 

https://www.theday.com/local-news/20220310/waterford-high-school-class-is-researching-alewife-cove
https://www.theday.com/sports-columns/20220309/clark-lane-middle-school-where-special-ed-students-are-included
https://www.theday.com/video/20220317/waterford-trio-headed-to-world-irish-dancing-championships
https://www.wfsb.com/video/2022/04/07/surprise-squad-waterford-hs-junior-launches-fundraiser-honor-late-step-mother/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B3TFnNk6VOg
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WATERFORDrama presents “The WORST Show in the HISTORY of the THEATRE 

(a musical thing)” on May 5-7 at 7:00 p.m. in the WHS Auditorium.  This original and 
comedic night of over 20 Broadway showtunes will have audiences laughing and 

maybe even singing along.  All tickets for the show are General Admission and can 

be reserved in advance starting April 18th by calling 860-437-6956 x. 7407 or 

purchased by students during lunch waves at school starting on April 25th.  Advance 

sale tickets are $7 for students and $12 for adults.  Tickets purchased at the door on 

the nights of the show are $10 for students and $15 for adults. 

 

The 14 person cast for this show includes…Katlyn Brown, Phoebe Brown, Tighe 

Burridge, Nina Fioravanti, Madison Gates, Bella Geer, Avital Goldberg-Curran, Holly 

Gray, Isabela Haque, John Morgan, Julie Morrison, Madison Seifert, Mikayla 

Senkewitcz, and Suhana Sharma.   

WATERFORDrama - Spring Musical 

Waterford Music News 

The Waterford High School Music Program recently held a very successful Jazz Festival at Waterford High School on 

March 25, 2022. Twelve middle and high school bands performed for their peers, colleagues, and judges in a live 

performance. Each band received comments from the judges to help better their performance and they also re-

ceived a professional recording of their performance. 
 

Congratulations to the Clark Lane Middle School Jazz Band for 

their stellar performance at the Waterford High School Jazz 

Festival.  The judges of the Jazz Festival confer to give  spe-

cial “overall” awards for the schools.  CLMS received the fol-

lowing awards:  

 Best Overall Woodwinds: Clark Lane 

 Best Overall Trumpets: Clark Lane 

 Best Overall Rhythm: Clark Lane 

 Best Overall Soloists:   Caleb Nichols, Clark Lane 

 

 

 

In the Winter 2021-2022 district newsletter, the Great Neck Elementary School chorus’ selection to perform at the 

upcoming Connecticut Music Educators Association (CMEA) conference was highlighted.  The chorus performed on 

April 2, 2022 at the Connecticut Convention Center and was recognized for Outstanding Musicianship, 2022 Show-

case Ensemble, Connecticut Music Educators Association.  Congratulations to our students in the chorus and many 

thanks to Music Teacher Celeste Milukas for her dedication to the program.  Click on the photos below to view the 

GN Chorus performance at the CMEA. 

Click on the photo to view the CLMS Jazz Band 

Performance 

See page 7 for more Music Department Achievements 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ToxuHGr9D2-FJkHgyj-Mj_tzI1oaPVWx/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DMJdrdM_P_shEzbhCZPtCDilI6SXdTHF/view
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On March 21, 2022, schools celebrated World Down Syndrome Day to bring awareness to what Down Syndrome is 

and to celebrate the uniqueness of all individuals.  To celebrate this day, students and staff participated in 

“LotsOfSocks” day, wearing unique and colorful socks to represent the unique and colorful spirit of those children 

with Down Syndrome.  Chris Discordia, Principal at Quaker Hill Elementary School noted that “[Quaker Hill] is 

proud to serve 5 students with Down Syndrome, and 4 of those students have siblings at our school.  Their siblings 

shared a special message on the morning announcements and created a flier promoting the event.”  Quaker Hill 

students also participated in a live read-aloud by Sofia Sanchez (http://www.sofia-sanchez.com/) in honor of 

World Down Syndrome Day. Sofia is a 13 year old actress, model and self-advocate with Down Syndrome who has 

authored two books, Be You Tiful Love and You are Enough:  A Book About Inclusion. Students listened as she read 

her book and answered questions. Our students joined more than 1,000 classrooms from the United States, 

Canada, Saudi Arabia, Lebanon and Sudan. Great Neck Elementary also celebrated the day by airing a video 

called "21 Facts about Down Syndrome" made by GN students in the spring of 2019. Great Neck Fifth Grade 

students also participated in a panel Q&A discussion with their peer who has Down Syndrome, her mom and older 

brother as well as special education and related service staff members at Great Neck.  It was an inclusive, 

informative and educational day for all!  

In the month of March, Waterford Pub-

lic Schools participated in Youth Art 

Month, an annual event that promotes 

art education, emphasizes the value of 

art in  schools, the community and soci-

ety as well as encourage support for 

quality school art programs.  All 

schools displayed artwork at the Wa-

terford Public Library and Town Hall 

throughout the month of March to show 

the various mediums used and the vari-

ety of art classes that are available to 

Waterford Public Schools’ students. 

 

Michael Valentino (shown left), a fifth grade 

student at Quaker Hill Elementary School, proud-

ly shows his drawing “The Dog” that was dis-

played at Town Hall during Youth Art Month. 

In the Schools...  

Recently, a group of Waterford High School Physics students, who were members of the Sci-

ence National Honor Society and /or National Honor Society,  planned an afterschool Physics 

Demonstration at Clark Lane Middle School.  The topics covered were momentum, motion, 

optics, and static electricity, with a penny boat competition as the final activity. One of the 

WHS students, Zac Gamble noted “We love our teacher, Mr. Lovering, and the subject itself, 

so at the end of the day, we just wanted to pass our love of science on to the incoming stu-

dents of Waterford High School. We figured that we could translate some of our labs to a 

more basic, fundamental level so that the middle schoolers could enjoy it as much as we 

did”.  Over 130 CLMS students  attended this afterschool presentation.   Thank you to our 

WHS Lancer mentors for volunteering their time and sharing their love of science! 

http://www.sofia-sanchez.com/
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On April 4, 2022 Jessica Fedor, Interventionist and Wil-

son Reading Specialist at Clark Lane Middle School, 

joined an elite group of 296 teachers in receiving the 

great news that she had been awarded a Fund for 

Teachers Fellowship Grant.   Ms. Fedor is the recipient 

of a fellowship that will enable her to engage in signifi-

cant, in-depth professional growth experiences during 

the upcoming summer.  

 

Ms. Fedor provided information on her upcoming fel-

lowship.  “I am traveling to Puerto Rico this summer to 

consult with interventionists at the Multisensory Reading 

Centers of Puerto Rico (now called Lectores para el Fu-

turo).  My hope is to learn more about structured litera-

cy screenings/instruction in the Spanish language.  With 

the help of a family from our school, I also have excur-

sions planned to visit different parts of the island and 

will hopefully brush up on my Spanish.  Finally, it is my 

goal to be a resource to colleagues and students when it 

comes to biliteracy!” 

 

We are excited for the opportunity that the Fund for Teachers Fellowship Grant will provide for  

Ms. Fedor and how these experiences will further enrich the depth of her knowledge so that she 

can share that with her students.  To learn more about the Fund for Teachers Newest Grant Recipi-

ents  and their projects visit https://www.fundforteachers.org/documents/2022-Fellow-

Compilation.pdf.   

“Fund for Teach-

ers strengthens 

instruction by in-

vesting in out-

standing teachers' 

self-determined 

professional 

growth and devel-

opment in order to 

support student 

success, enrich 

their own practice, 

and strengthen 

their schools and 

communities. ” 

Mission of Fund for 

Teachers 

www.fundforteachers.org 

Fund for Teachers 

 

MathCounts  Club at CLMS 

Members of the MathCounts club at Clark Lane Middle School re-

cently participated in the MathCounts Competition Series, “a na-

tional program that provides students in grades 6-8 the opportunity 

to compete in live contests against and alongside their peers” 

https://www.mathcounts.org/. The regional competition took place 

virtually and was attended by five students: Alex Seltzer, Ethan 

Wang, Justin Wang, Michael Chuchev and Logan Couture.  Our stu-

dents competed against 126 students in Southeastern Connecticut 

and all scored among the top 50 students.  Special congratulations 

go out to Ethan Wang who placed 1st, Justin Wang 3rd and Michael 

Chuchev 7th.  All three continued on to the state competition that 

was held at the University of Hartford, competing against 51 stu-

dents at this level of the test.  In the state competition, Ethan ranked 6th and participated in the countdown round where he 

placed 4th.  This event was an amazing opportunity for all of these students.  Many thanks to Ms. Heather Joyner for lead-

ing this club that continues to meet weekly in preparation for next year.  

https://www.fundforteachers.org/documents/2022-Fellow-Compilation.pdf
https://www.fundforteachers.org/documents/2022-Fellow-Compilation.pdf
https://www.mathcounts.org/
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 Congratulations to WHS Seniors Anne Selt-
zer and Kevin Kilcomons for being named 

the 2022 CAS-CIAC Scholar-Athlete recipi-

ents for Waterford Public Schools.  Anne 

and Kevin are both in their academic class 

top 5 and are multi-sport athletes. 

WPS Achievements 

 

Jakob Ballint    Yana Abramova   Lea Arnold 

Cameron Brown   Isabelle Bove-Dumin    Ian Balfour 

Jolina Campisi   Camille Caldrello   Catherine Chen 

Kaden Casteel   Nataly Chan    Isabella Correa Ayala 

Alexa Collins    Christina Danesh   Kenji Desai 

Francesca DeSantis   Alexis Duyan    Megan Herrera 

Louis Dhervilly   Starr Hostnik    Kecelia Hill 

Aidan DuPont   Katherine Knight   Cienna Nummy  

Maybel Fuller     Julia Knowles    Rebecca Roarke 

Gaudencio Gatchalian  Kameryn Mazzulli   Elizabeth Saucier 

Sarah Hage    Natalie Schenking   Vaysi Suhana Sharma 

Aidan Kavanaugh   Ainsley Smith    Maple Siu 

Brianne Kilcomons        Payton Smith 

Michelle Liu         Kyijong Tenzin 

Alex Martinez        Noah Westkott 

Lauren Montanari        Jay Zimmermann 

Emily Orga 

French Latin Spanish 

 Shout out to the members of the WHS Music Department who 
were selected to perform with the Connecticut Music Educa-

tors All-State Ensemble in April.   

Orchestra (L-R) 
Maple Siu 

Nicole Li 

Zachary Gamble 

Luke Bartlett 

Emma Grimsey * 

Sara Dombroski 

Cole Kempke *^ 

 

 

 

Choir (L-R): 
Holly Gray 

Avital Goldberg-Curran 

Band (L-R) 
Joseph Mayer 

Lauren Gerboth 

Ian Balfour 

* Auditioned and Performed in the 2022 New England  

Music Festival in Burlington, CT 

^ Auditioned and Performed in the 2022 CT All state  

Festival in Hartford 

Forty-five students from Waterford High School were inducted into the  

World Language Honor Society on March 31, 2022.   



The Superintendent’s Proposed budget, approved by the 

Waterford Board of Education on February 21st, represents a 

2.13% budget increase for FY 20.  This budget meets all of 

the Waterford Board of Education’s statutory obligations and 

mandates with the goal of not compromising rigor in the high  

Stay Connected… 

 WPS Website - Visit 

www.waterfordschools.org for up to date 

BOE, school and event information. 

 BOE meetings are held on the 4th 

Thursday of each month.  For the 

complete schedule of meetings, go to 

the BOE section of the WPS Website. 

 Download the  WPS App to ‘stay 

abreast’ of all the happenings at our 

schools. 

 Follow us on Twitter :  @WPS_CT and 

@WaterfordSuper 

Waterford Public Schools 

Pat Fedor, Board of Education Chairperson 

Thomas W. Giard III, Superintendent 

15 Rope Ferry Road 

Waterford , CT  06385 

Phone: 860-444-5852 

Fax: 860-444-5870 

Contact:  Caroline Whittaker - Executive Administrative 

Assistant to the Superintendent 

E-mail: cwhittaker@waterfordschools.org 

Waterford Public Schools is a community of learners that fosters 

and supports high aspirations, ensuring every student acquires the 

skills and knowledge necessary to be a responsible citizen, prepared 

to contribute and succeed in an ever-changing world. 

The Waterford Youth and Family Services Bu-

reau along with numerous community partners 

hosted a Community Conversation on Fentanyl 

on March 29, 2022 at the Waterford Public Li-

brary.  Click on the photo below to access the 

video of the event provided by the WYFSB 

WYFSB  

Community Conversation 

Community Partners Information 

Reminder from the WPS School Dining and Nutrition Services Department:  We encourage all families 

to complete a Free and Reduced Meal Application to determine eligibility for additional services.  A 

Free and Reduced Meal Application can be used to determine eligibility for:  Pandemic EBT (P-EBT) ben-

efits to help purchase food, holiday baskets; Discounted school fees, SAT/ACT or AP testing fee waiver; 

College Application fee waiver, scholarships, field trips/prom/cap & gown fee waiver; Discounted phone 

service, free or reduced internet service.  To access a Free and Reduced Meal Application, visit https://

www.waterfordschools.org/parents_family/food_services/free_reduced_price_school_meals_information.   

http://www.waterfordschools.org/Domain/1
http://www.waterfordschools.org/page/5
http://www.waterfordschools.org/cms/lib4/CT01001345/Centricity/Domain/1/Waterford%20Public%20Schools%20Mobile%20App.pdf
https://twitter.com/WPS_CT
https://twitter.com/WPS_CT
https://twitter.com/WaterfordSupt
https://fb.watch/clwwEoxGI1/
https://www.waterfordschools.org/parents_family/food_services/free_reduced_price_school_meals_information
https://www.waterfordschools.org/parents_family/food_services/free_reduced_price_school_meals_information

